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Dear Fellow Canine Health Supporter:

Dogs are amazing. From their companionship and loyalty to 
their versatility and entertaining antics, they bring comfort, 
joy, and laughter to our lives, even during the most challenging 
times.
The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) has been funding 
pioneering health research to benefit dogs since 1995. 
CHF is among the most renowned and respected nonprofit 
organizations in the world committed to improving the health of 
all dogs.
It is with great pleasure that we provide you an update on CHF’s 
latest achievements in this 2023 Annual Impact Report. 
Your dedication to dogs is integral to the Foundation’s work. 
Our capacity to fund the very best research projects advancing 
the health of our canine companions is only possible because 
of your generosity. The generous support of dog enthusiasts 
like you enables us to explore innovative solutions to health 
concerns that affect dogs. 
This report highlights our impact in 2023, focusing on some of 
the individuals and organizations that made it happen. In the 
past year, we funded $2.6 million in new scientific research 
grants and educational programs, including $530,000 dedicated 
to canine cancer research. We are proud and grateful to work 
with you to build a healthier future for all dogs. 
As we look ahead to 2024, we remain steadfast in our 
commitment to prevent, treat and cure canine disease. CHF 
continues to pursue the best science benefiting our beloved 
companions. 
We express our deep appreciation to you for making this work 
possible. Your contributions are pivotal to advancing canine 
health.  
Thank you -- we can only do this important work with you.

J. Charles Garvin, MD, FACS
Chairman of the Board

Stephanie Montgomery, 
DVM, PhD, DACVP 

Chief Executive Officer
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J. Charles Garvin, MD, FACS 
  Chairman

Mary O. Smith, BVM&S, PhD, DACVIM (Neurology) 
  Vice Chairman

Steven Hamblin  
  Treasurer

A. Duane Butherus, PhD 
  Secretary

2023 Board of Directors
Kristin Bloink, DVM, MPH, PA-C, DACVPM
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH
Susan LaCroix Hamil
Rhonda Hovan 
Wayne Jensen, DVM, PhD, MBA
Michael Knight, PhD
Laura Liscum, PhD
Karolynne McAteer
Nancy Shaw
Scott Smith
Tina Truesdale

2023 Scientific Review Committee
The CHF Scientific Review Committee provides scientific and clinical oversight to identify the most impactful 
studies to improve canine health. CHF’s Board of Directors utilizes the committee’s expert recommendations to 
distribute grant funds to have the greatest impact on canine health. CHF greatly appreciates these individuals’ 
dedication and instrumental role in carrying out its mission.

Laura Liscum, PhD 
  Chair

Mary O. Smith, BVM&S, PhD, DACVIM (Neurology)   
  Vice Chair

Frederic Askin, MD
Dorothy Cimino Brown, MS, DVM, DACVS
A. Duane Butherus, PhD
William I. Christensen, MD, MPH

J. Charles Garvin, MD, FACS
Brian Holub, DVM
Rhonda Hovan
Jerry Klein, DVM 
Jane G. Owens, DVM, PhD, DACVCP
April Paulman, DVM, PhD, DACVP
Jamie Young, DVM, PhD, DACVP

Mission  
The Foundation is dedicated to advancing the health of all dogs and their owners 
by funding scientific research and supporting the dissemination of health 
information to prevent, treat and cure canine disease.

Vision  
Our vision is to address the health needs of all dogs across their entire lifetime by 
focusing on all aspects of their physical, mental, and social well-being. We embrace 
the One Health model as a critical tool to achieving our vision.

Who We Are

Financial Statements Contributors Heritage Society Ways to Give
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Our Partners

EXECUTIVE
Stephanie Montgomery, DVM, PhD, DACVP 
  Chief Executive Officer

Andrea Fiumefreddo, MS 
  Chief Operating Officer

Danielle Snyder  
  Administrative Assistant

DEVELOPMENT
Fleming Samuels  
  Director of Philanthropy 

Paige Hofstad 
  Development Associate

Staff
FINANCE
Susan Childs, CPA 
  Director of Finance

Gary Jones 
  Staff Accountant

RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Sharon M. Albright, DVM, CCRT 
  Manager of Communications & 
  Veterinary Outreach

Kelly Balthazor 
  Grants Manager

Embodying their motto “Your Pet, Our Passion”©, Purina has invested more than $15 million in CHF over 
the past 28 years to promote canine health research. The Purina Parent Club Partnership Program supports 
CHF-funded research and Purina sponsors CHF’s biennial National Parent Club Canine Health Conference, 
which showcases discoveries made possible by CHF-funded research for breeders, dog lovers, and veterinary 
professionals. Purina also provides the opportunity to memorialize and honor dogs, people, and organizations 
with a personalized brick paver benefiting CHF on the Walk of Champions or Path of Honor at the Purina Event 
Center in Gray Summit, Missouri. To learn more, visit akcchf.org/bricks. CHF appreciates Purina’s strong 
commitment to canine health and recognizes Purina’s important role in enriching the lives of countless dogs 
and their owners.

In 1995, the American Kennel Club (AKC) demonstrated its leadership in championing dogs by founding CHF 
to advance canine health research. Since then, AKC’s investment of over $35 million in financial and in-kind 
support demonstrates their ongoing commitment to helping CHF achieve its mission. The AKC and the 
Theriogenology Foundation support future veterinarians through an annual Small Animal Theriogenology 
Residency Program. CHF is deeply grateful for AKC’s steadfast dedication to canine health, which facilitates 
important work that benefits all dogs.

Who We Are
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Research Program Area Total Amount  
Funded

Number of Grants 
Funded

Percentage of  
Annual Funding

Cardiology $52,634 1 2%

Clinician-Scientist Fellowship Program $48,000 4 2%

Dermatology & Allergic Disease $154,043 3 6%

Gastrointestinal Disease $82,863 1 3%

General Canine Health $274,115 5 10%

Immunology and Infectious Disease $291,504 5 11%

Kidney & Urological Disease $109,788 1 4%

Musculoskeletal Conditions and Disease $148,150 2 6%

Neurology $345,944 3 13%

Oncology - General $292,203 4 11%

Oncology - Hemangiosarcoma $73,257 1 3%

Oncology - Lymphoma $174,960 1 7%

Ophthalmology $301,943 2 12%

Reproductive Conditions and Disease $14,966 1 1%

Theriogenology Residency Program $250,000 2 9%

Total $2,614,373 36 100%

Investments in Canine Health Research
In 2023, CHF significantly advanced its mission to improve canine health through a comprehensive and global 
research program. CHF managed 175 active research studies conducted in 11 countries representing a $13.1 
million investment in canine health. By funding a diverse portfolio of active and new research grants, CHF targets a 
broad range of critical areas in veterinary science that tend to the health and well-being of our canine companions.

$2.6 
million 
invested

28% 
of new grants 

examined 
genetics 

and disease 
development

64% 
of new grants had 
a One Health focus

22% 
of new grants 

focused on 
breed-specific 

health concerns

36 
new grants 

awarded
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Outcomes of CHF-Supported Projects

In 2023, your donations helped researchers accomplish:

• 	 whole genome sequencing ($1,000 per sample)  
	 to uncover the genetics that underlie megaesophagus 	
	 in the German Shepherd Dog (Grant #03134). 

•	 fecal microbiome transplant ($165 per transplant)  
	 to help resolve atopic dermatitis (allergic skin 			
	 disease) in dogs (Grant #03162). 

•	 data analysis ($5,000 per data set)  
	 to examine the safety and efficacy of the drug 			
	 riluzole for treatment of the progressive neurologic 		
	 disease degenerative myelopathy (Grant #03139). 

•	 blood testing ($475 per blood sample)  
	 to assess the drug itraconazole as a treatment for 
	 dogs with blastomycosis, a serious fungal infection 		
	 (Grant #03147).

38 
new peer-reviewed 

scientific publications 
shared outcomes of 

CHF-funded research

Pain Sensitivity
Different dog breeds feel pain differently, and this doesn’t always match what veterinarians think. Learning more 
about how dogs feel pain and why veterinarians believe what they do will lead to better pain relief for dogs. 
02797 | Frontiers in Pain Research
June 2023

Working Dog Decontamination
Wiping down a working dog with ordinary veterinary cleansers helps remove contaminants from its coat and kills 
germs. This practical wipe-down procedure helps keep the dogs healthy and prevents germs from spreading to 
people who work with them. 
02847-A | Frontiers in Veterinary Science
July 2023

Epilepsy
Giving dogs a specific formulation of cannabidiol (CBD) in conjunction with antiseizure medications reduced the 
overall number of seizures and the number of days the dogs had seizures compared to a placebo treatment. 
While this novel treatment shows promise for drug-resistant epileptic dogs, veterinarians should monitor their 
liver while on this medication. 
02323 | Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine
October 2023

Hypothyroidism
When a dog is sick, its thyroid hormones can be altered, making it look like it also has thyroid disease. To get 
accurate results, wait 2-4 weeks after the dog leaves the hospital before doing thyroid hormone blood tests. 
02686-A | Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine
November 2023

Kidney Disease
Researchers discovered specific molecules in urine to determine if a dog has immune complex-mediated 
glomerulonephritis, a type of kidney disease, rather than other kinds of kidney disease. This can help 
veterinarians more quickly diagnose the disease and treat it correctly. 
02152 | Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine
December 2023
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A Clear Vision for Canine Health
Sara Thomasy, DVM, PhD, DACVO
Dr. Sara Thomasy is a veterinary ophthalmologist whose passion for her patients and dedication to finding 
solutions for challenging eye diseases inspire her groundbreaking research. It all started with one patient: Judy, 
a Boston Terrier with a condition called corneal endothelial dystrophy (CED). Judy inspired Dr. Thomasy and her 
team to uncover the genetic causes of CED, as well as to develop better surgical tech niques and medications to 
improve vision and reduce swelling in the eyes of affected dogs. Dr. Thomasy fondly recalls, “All these studies 
were inspired by one adorable Boston Terrier, Judy!”  

Dr. Thomasy has broadened her research to study a condition called progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) 
in Greyhounds. She aims to create a genetic test that can help reduce how often this disease happens in 
Greyhounds. She notes, “We have been fortunate to work with the Greyhound Club of America, a number of 
great rescue organizations, and social media platforms to spread the word and reach owners about participating 
in the study.” 

Thanks to CHF funding, Dr. Thomasy’s efforts have not only improved our understanding of canine eye  
diseases but have also helped train new veterinary specialists and scientists dedicated to advancing canine 
health. She considers teaching and mentoring future veterinary scientists as one of her most significant 
contributions to the field.  

“Training future generations of veterinary scientists is one of the most 
impactful ways that I can contribute to canine health.” -Dr. Sara Thomasy

Dr. Thomasy (third from left) and her research team with participating 
Greyhound “Annie” and her owner.
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Health Conference Investments in Future Canine Health Experts

The AKC Canine Health Foundation National Parent Club Canine 
Health Conference, sponsored by Purina, the American Kennel Club, 
and Orthopedic Foundation for Animals, was held August 11-13, 
2023. The conference showcased CHF’s mission to prevent, treat and 
cure canine disease. This was the first hybrid (in-person and virtual) 
conference since 2019, with 30% of attendees joining virtually. 

Seventeen CHF-funded investigators 
presented results from their published and 
ongoing studies to advance the health of all 
dogs, including the gut microbiome, heritable 
diseases, tick-borne diseases, pain sensitivity, 
and canine cancers. They discussed new 
treatments for chronic diarrhea and obesity, 
involving transferring the gut bacteria from a 
healthy dog to a sick one. Additionally, they 
discussed a novel non-invasive ultrasound 
tech nology called histotripsy which could 
potentially treat bone cancer without surgery.

Panel discussions during the conference 
focused on how these research findings could 
be practically applied to improve breeding 
practices and veterinary care. Attendees, 
both in-person and virtual, gained valuable 
insights to improve the health of current and 
future generations of dogs.

In Memoriam: Dr. Gary Joh nson
Dr. Gary Joh nson, a pioneer in the field of veterinary genetics, passed away 
in early 2024. CHF recently honored him with the prestigious 2023 Asa 
Mays, DVM Award for Excellence in Canine Health Research, recognizing his 
dedication and significant contributions to advancing veterinary genetics. 

For over three decades, Dr. Joh nson served as an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology at the University of Missouri College 
of Veterinary Medicine. He was among the first to identify genetic mutations 
responsible for various heritable diseases in animals. By employing whole 
genome sequencing, he revolutionized how we diagnose and treat diseases 
like degenerative myelopathy, neuronal storage diseases, and glaucoma 
in dogs. His research led to the development of genetic tests that have 
significantly reduced diseases in humans, cattle, and dogs, leaving a lasting 
impact on the world. 

As we reflect on Dr. Joh nson’s incredible legacy, we remember his passion, 
curiosity, and unwavering commitment to improving the lives of dogs through 

science. His contributions will continue to shape veterinary medicine for generations to come, and his memory 
will inspire us to pursue excellence in all our endeavors for canine health.
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Investments in Future Canine Health Experts

AKC/AKCCHF/TF Small Animal Theriogenology Residency Program

The Theriogenology Residency Program is a collaborative effort between the American Kennel Club, the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation, and the Theriogenology Foundation. Its goal is to increase the number of trained practitioners in 
companion animal theriogenology and clinical genetics. Theriogenology is the specialty of veterinary medicine that 
focuses on reproduction, including the physiology and pathology of male and female reproductive systems, and the 
clinical practice of veterinary obstetrics, gynecology, and andrology. Each residency program, lasting two to three 
years, offers specialized training in all aspects of companion animal reproductive medicine and surgery, clinical 
genetics, as well as clinical practice experience in male and female reproduction, obstetrics, and neonatology. To 
learn more, or to support this program, visit akcchf.org/therio.

Residents Active in 2023

Anum Ahmed, DVM 
University of Florida

Gabriela Carneiro de Sousa, MV 
Virginia-Maryland College of 

Veterinary Medicine

Lily Lewis, DVM 
Auburn University

Gail McRae, DVM 
The Ohio State University

Nicole Sugai, DVM 
Virginia-Maryland College of 

Veterinary Medicine
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AKC CHF Clinician-Scientist Fellowship Program
The AKC Canine Health Foundation Clinician-Scientist Fellowship Program aims to inspire and train the next 
generation of canine health researchers. Fellows are selected based on their interest and promise in pursuing 
careers focused on canine health research. Through these fellowships, the AKC Canine Health Foundation’s 
mission to prevent, treat and cure canine disease will endure for years to come. To learn more, or to support this 
program, visit akcchf.org/clinsci.

Class of 2024

GCHP Hill 
Country’s Let’s 
Get Ready to 
Rumble

Dana Ford-Hrymak,  
BVMS, MRCVS 

 The Ohio State University

John Shamoun, DVM 
 North Carolina State University

Matthew Berry, DVM 
 University of Illinois

This fellowship is generously 
sponsored by the Orthopedic 

Foundation for Animals (OFA).

Jamie Douglas, DVM, MS 
Michigan State University

This fellowship is generously 
sponsored by the Orthopedic 

Foundation for Animals (OFA).

This fellowship is generously 
sponsored in part by the 

Westie Foundation of America.

This fellowship is generously sponsored 
by owners Carolyn and Gary Koch 

along with breeders Kristy and Kevin 
Ratliff in honor of “Rumble,” GCHP Hill 
Country’s Let’s Get Ready To Rumble. 
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Shaping Veterinary Futures
Jamie Douglas, DVM, MS
The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) has been instrumental in Dr. Jamie Douglas turning her childhood 
dream of becoming an animal doctor into a reality. Driven by her passion for saving sick animals, she pursued 
extensive education and training in veterinary medicine. 

Dr. Douglas’ interest in scientific research began during her undergraduate studies, where she worked in a 
laboratory focused on reproductive science. She went on to earn her veterinary degree from Michigan State 
University and a Master of Animal Science degree from Southern Illinois University Carbondale. 

Fueled by her passion for the science of animal reproduction, Dr. Douglas completed an AKC/AKCCHF/TF Small 
Animal Theriogenology Residency at Auburn University. During her residency, she studied canine placental 
receptors and factors around the time of birth that affect performance in working dogs. This experience laid the 
foundation for Dr. Douglas’ ongoing research and career trajectory. 

CHF’s support continued beyond her residency, as she was awarded a Clinician-Scientist Fellowship at Michigan 
State University to continue her important research on canine placental disease. It’s a demonstration of how 
CHF’s investment in talented individuals like Dr. Douglas is crucial for advancing veterinary science and canine 
health

“During my residency, I witnessed the costs associated with reproductive loss,” Dr. Douglas says. “Although 
placental disease may be suspected in cases of resorption, dystocia, stillbirths, and more, we don’t fully 
understand how or why that happens in dogs. My CHF-sponsored research will take broad steps to solve 
this problem by describing the protein receptors that facilitate growth, metabolism, and homeostasis in the 
placenta.” 

Looking ahead, Dr. Douglas hopes to use her expertise in clinical practice and research to improve canine health, 
collaborate with peers, and educate the next generation of veterinarians. Her relationship with CHF highlights the 
importance of supporting specialized training and research in veterinary medicine, and how such support can 
positively affect the careers of individual veterinarians and all who will be caring for our dogs in the coming years.

Dr. Douglas in the lab at Michigan State University.

“The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation has been a 
stalwart advocate of my 
advancement in the field 
of veterinary medicine. 
Because of that and the 
Foundation’s incredible 
impact on advancements 
in canine health, I simply 
could not be prouder to 
be associated with this 
admirable organization.” 

- Dr. Jamie Douglas
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Statements of Financial Position
As of December 31, 2023 and 2022

Assets: 2023 2022

Cash & Investments $33,448,894   $30,565,767   

Receivables 570,781   494,531   

Prepaid Expenses & Fixed Assets 57,743   57,484   

Total Assets $34,077,418   $31,117,782   

Liabilities:

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses $105,081   $197,017   

Grants Payable 4,797,499   5,827,882   

Total Liabilities $4,902,580   $6,024,899   

Net assets:

Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions: 4,059,000   3,783,618   

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions: 25,115,838   21,309,265   

Total Net Assets 29,174,838   25,092,883   

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $34,077,418   $31,117,782   

Summarized Statements of Activities
Years ended December 31, 2023 and 2022

Revenues and Other Support: 2023 2022

Contributions & In-Kind Donations $4,808,957 $4,816,395 

Investment Activity 4,218,645 (3,986,514)

Sponsored Events and Conferences 314,187 137,275 

Grant Refunds and Adjustments 435,703 287,096 

Royalty & Miscellaneous Income 161,062 11,974 

Total Revenues and Other Support $9,938,554 $1,266,226

Expenses:

Canine Research and Education $4,313,788 $5,058,075 

Fundraising 903,980 883,798 

General and Administrative 638,831 465,916 

Total Expenses $5,856,599 $6,407,789 

Change in Net Assets 4,081,955 (5,141,563)

Net Assets – Beginning of year 25,092,883 30,234,446 

Net Assets – End of year $29,174,838 $25,092,883 

The American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation, Inc.’s financial statements, audited by 
Williams Overman Pierce, LLP, are available at akcchf.org.

Financial Statements
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Total 2023 Expenses = 
 $5,856,599

Canine Research & Education 
$4,313,788 

74%

Fundraising 
$903,980 

15%

General & Adminstrative 
$638,831 

11%

Total 2023 Revenue  
(excluding investment activity) =  

$5,719,909

AKC  $1,234,500
22%

Individuals  $687,556
12%

Clubs  $257,416
5%

Corporations  $116,306
2%

Foundations  $690,050
12%

Other Income  $596,765
10%

Events & Conferences 
$314,187 

5%

In-Kind  $834,814 
15%

Planned Giving  $740,150 
13%

Purina  $248,165 
4%

In 2023, the AKC Canine Health Foundation earned the highest four-star rating from 
Charity Navigator, America’s largest independent charity evaluator, and a Platinum 
Seal of Transparency from Candid, a source of comprehensive data on nonprofit 
organizations. These ratings indicate that CHF exceeds industry standards for fiscal 
responsibility, accountability, and transparency. It also demonstrates that CHF 
performs exceptionally well compared to other charities in its field.

 AKC Canine Health Foundation
2023 Sources of Revenue

 AKC Canine Health Foundation
2023 Expenses
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A Passion for Philanthropy
PK Lichtenberger
PK’s involvement with the AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) was ignited by a heart-wrenching encounter 
with a friend’s loss to canine cancer. Witnessing CHF’s groundbreaking efforts in cancer research struck a chord 
deep within PK, sparking a passionate commitment to contribute to the Foundation’s mission.

PK’s philanthropic journey started when her fourth-generation Labrador Retriever, Snapper, was born with 
a birth defect. PK and her husband Erich spared no effort in seeking treatment for Snapper. Their experience 
navigating the complexities of caring for a special needs dog strengthened their determination to support CHF’s 
mission.

As Snapper’s story unfolded, PK was drawn to therapy work, sharing her dogs’ comfort and companionship 
with those in need. This newfound purpose aligned seamlessly with her philanthropic endeavors, leading to the 
creation of “Hold My Paw,” a children’s book chronicling Snapper’s resilience and journey to becoming a therapy 
dog. Illustrated by disabled individuals, the book became a powerful tool for raising funds for a local charity for 
people with disabilities in St. Petersburg, Florida.

PK hopes to inspire others to join the fight against canine disease through her advocacy and engagement with 
CHF’s community. Helping researchers find cures and work to understand canine diseases is a worthy cause for 
anyone who has loved a dog.  

PK’s commitment to CHF extends beyond financial contributions. She regularly attends CHF’s annual gala, 
Canines & Cocktails, and spreads awareness of the Foundation’s work through her network, fostering a sense of 
camaraderie among fellow supporters. Her journey exemplifies the profound impact individuals can have in 
advancing canine health research and improving the lives of dogs worldwide. 
Through her unwavering dedication, PK embodies the spirit of 
hope and resilience championed by CHF, leaving an 
indelible mark on the organization and the broader 
community of dog lovers.

 “Go out and do something! 
No one can do everything, 
but everyone can do 
something!” 
 - PK Lichtenberger
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Diamond Benefactor
($1,000,000+)

American Kennel Club

Builder
($100,000-$999,000)

Irish Setter Club of America 
Foundation, Inc.

Purina

Champion
($50,000-$99,999)

American Boxer Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Bearded Collie Club of America 
Charitable Trust

Bubba’s Buddies Inc.
Dalmatian Club of America 

Foundation, Inc.
Finding the Cure for DM Foundation
Golden Retriever Foundation®

Portuguese Water Dog 		
Foundation, Inc.

Developer
($25,000-$49,999)

Australian Shepherd Health and 
Genetics Institute, Inc.

Flat-Coated Retriever Foundation
Hayden Freedom Foundation

Charter
($10,000-$24,999)

Affenpinscher Rescue of America
American Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniel Club Charitable Trust
Bulldog Club of America Charitable 

Health Fund, Inc.
Canine Chronicle
Cinderella and Chelsie Stone 

Memorial Fund
Collie Health Foundation
The Farmer’s Dog
The Irish Wolfhound Foundation, Inc.
Italian Greyhound Health Foundation
Michael and Nancy Shaw 	

Charitable Fund
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals
Rhodesian Ridgeback Charitable 

Foundation
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the 

United States, Inc.

The Bichon Frise Club 			
of America, Inc.

Brandywine Oak Private Wealth
Central New Jersey Hound 

Association
Clearwater Kennel Club
Considering Animals Fund
Coulee Kennel Club
Del Sur Kennel Club, Inc.
Delaware Water Gap Kennel Club
Devivo Giving Fund
English Springer Spaniel Foundation
Fishing Dog Foundation
Gordon Setter Club of America
Great Dane Club of Tucson
Greater Fredericksburg Kennel Club
Greater Sierra Vista Kennel Club
Heitkamp Family Fund
Hurricane Ridge Kennel Club
Intel Foundation
Irish Wolfhound Club of America, Inc.
Janet Stone Jones Foundation
The Janna M. Rorex Charitable Fund
The Kennel Club of Riverside
Continued...

Leader
($5,000-$9,999)

American Maltese Association, Inc.
American Shetland Sheepdog 

Association Foundation
American Wirehaired Pointing 

Griffon Foundation
The Bichon Frise Club of San Diego
Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.
Briard Club of America Health and 

Education Trust
Chesapeake Kennel Club of 

Maryland, Inc.
Contra Costa County 		

Kennel Club, Inc.
International Kennel Club 		

of Chicago, Inc.
Irish Setter Club of Milwaukee, Inc.
Lakeland Winter Haven 	

Kennel Club, Inc.
Martha Cheatham Hunter and Dr. 

William C. Hunter Family Fnd
Mt. Palomar Kennel Club
Paulsen Family Foundation
Retriever Field Trial News, Inc.
Rottweiler Health Foundation, Inc.
Samoyed Club of America Education 

& Research Foundation, Inc
Tibetan Terrier Health and Welfare 

Foundation
United States Australian Shepherd 

Foundation
Versatility In Poodles, Inc.
Westie Foundation of America, Inc.

Sponsor
($2,500-$4,999)

Alaskan Malamute Club of 	
America, Inc.

American Chesapeake Club 	
Charitable Trust

Apple, Inc.
Bedlington Terrier Club of 	

America - HEART
Bedlington Terrier Wellness and 

Rescue Association
Bella Vista Training Center
Cary Kennel Club
Curly Coated Retriever 	

Club of America
Greater Twin Cities Dalmatian Club

Leap Agility Club of Central 
Massachusetts, Inc.

Mattie’s Treats
National Retriever Club, Inc.
Nespola Charitable Foundation
Next Level Fitness Academy
Oconee River Kennel Club, Inc.
Pug Dog Club of America, Inc.
Schooley’s Mountain Kennel Club
Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.
Thorn Creek Tracking Club
UnitedHealth Group

Associate
($1,000-$2,499)

Agility Ability Club of Illinois
Airfield Estates Winery
AKC Museum of the Dog
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bahia Sur Kennel Club of Chula Vista
The Bailey Foundation
Bank Of America Charitable Gift Fund
Battle Creek Kennel Club, Inc.
The Best Dressed Airedales 		

and Their Otterhounds

Contributors
2023 Honor Roll
The Honor Roll of Donors recognizes cash contributions of $500 or more made between January 1, 2023 and December 
31, 2023. While we can’t list all donors due to space limitations, we are deeply grateful to all who support CHF’s mission. 
At any level, your investment in CHF makes an impact.

Organizational Donors
158 Specialty, All-Breed, and Parent Clubs 
contributed over $255,000 to CHF in 2023!
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Lagotto Romagnolo Club 		
of America, Inc.

Marshfield Area Kennel Club
Mid Susquehanna Valley 	

Kennel Club, Inc.
Middle Peninsula Kennel Club of 

Virginia
Mount Rainier Working Dog Club
Mt. Hood Chow Chow Club
National Dog Groomers 	

Association of America
NC Triangle Area Judges 	

Education Group
Olympic Kennel Club, Inc.
Pedals4Paws
Raleigh Kennel Club, Inc.
Scottsdale Dog Fanciers 	

Association, Inc./Fiesta Dog Shows
Sleeping Giant Agility Club of CT, Inc.
Smokey Mountain English Setter Club
Splash Town
The Sturgis Kennel Club
Teamwork Agility Club of Central 

Massachusetts
UCAT Foundation c/o Paula Krulak
VMWare Foundation
Voya Financial
Whidbey Island Kennel Club, Inc.

Friend
($500-$999)

American Brittany Club, Inc.
American Kennel Club Registration/

DNA Program
Bank of America Matching Gift 

Program
Bluebonnet English Setter Club
Boxer Club of San Fernando Valley
Cairn Terrier Club of America
Canine Sports Productions LLC
Central North Carolina Siberian Husky 

Club
Chesapeake Siberian Husky Club
Clermont County Kennel Club, Inc.
CoBank

Companion Animal Clinic of 
Gainesville

Dalmatian Club of Greater Indianapolis
Elm City Kennel Club
The English Springer Spaniel 

Foundation
Exelon
Furniture City Kennel Club, Inc.
German Shorthaired Pointer Club of 

Colorado
GitHub
Golden Gate Pembroke Welsh Corgi 

Fanciers
Greater Twin Cities Afghan Hound 

Club
Harrisburg Kennel Club, Inc.
Kishwaukee Kennel Club, Inc.
Labrador Retriever Club of the 

Potomac
Laurel Highlands Kennel 	

Association, Inc.
The McLellan Family Fund of the
	 Silicon Valley Community 

Foundation
Monterey Bay English Setter Club
North Georgia Hound Association 
Norwegian Elkhound Minuteman 

Association, Inc.
Norwich Terrier Club of America
Piedmont Border Collie Association
PL Schaedler Charitable Fund
Richland Kennel Club, Inc.
Sarepta Case Management Team
Sawnee Mountain Kennel Club of 

Georgia
Shepherd’s Lantern Company
Standard Schnauzer Club of America
Starbucks
Stlrb Family Foundation
Susque-Nango Kennel Club, Inc.
Talcott Mountain Agility Club
Tropical Kennels
The Truman Collar
Veterinary Village 		

Marthina Greer, DVM

Builder
($100,000-$999,000)

Sara Z. Monroe
Dr. MaryDee Sist
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Truesdale

Champion
($50,000-$99,999)

Ms. Donna J. Peterson

Developer
($25,000-$49,999)

Donald Fontanelli
Mr. and Mrs. G. Randall Foster
Ruth Pereira

Leader
($5,000-$9,999)

Zach Armocida
Steve Porter and 		

Sandra Bingham-Porter
Ms. Florence Blecher
Mrs. Ellen M. Charles
Dr. William I. Christensen and 		

Mr. Kreg B. Hill
Mr. John M. Dusanic
Dr. and Mrs. J. Charles Garvin
Dr. and Mrs. John Hamil
Kathleen M. Harper, DVM, PhD
Ms. Rhonda E. Hovan
Michael Josephs
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kahn
Ms. PK Lichtenberger
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Millner
Drs. Stephanie and Nate Montgomery
Ms. Sharon L. Montville
Mr. Daniel Orr
Mr. Jeffrey G. Pepper
Mrs. Jennifer Poling
Mr. and Ms. Robert Reeve
Dr. Michelle Rowland
Ms. Margaret “Meg” Ryan
Mrs. Lia Verniel
Ms. Mercedes Vila

Sponsor 
($2,500 - $4,999)

Ms. Mary Ann Bearden
Ms. Mayno W. Blanding
Ms. Laraine Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick B. Copeland
Mrs. Maureen J. Corbett
Mr. John Felsenthal
Mrs. Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Mrs. Caryn Graham
Mac Hadley
Mr. Matt Halberstadt
Drs. Wayne and Tracey Jensen

Mr. Chris C. Koenitz and 		
Ms. Cheryl J. Tice

Mr. and Ms. Charlie Leavitt
Ms. Charlotte M. Mitchell
Ms. Rochelle K. Nagel
Ms. Barbara Jo Quintenz
Ms. Margo Sensenbrenner
Mrs. Katharine B. Simonds
Ms. Elois R. Veltman

Associate 
($1,000-$2,499)

Mr. Chris Anderson
Ms. Dianne M. Avery and Mr. Beni Levi
Ms. Susan Baker
Mrs. Anne D. Barber
Ms. Dianne Barnes
Ms. Virginia Bartholomay
Ms. Tricia Barton
Mrs. Angela Beougher
Dr. Kristin S. Bloink and 		

Mr. Michael Bloink
Mrs. Patricia J. Boelte
Mrs. Cathy Bosnic
Ms. Jennifer Brice
Mrs. Margaret E. Briggs
Ms. Kristin Catalano
Mrs. Susan Jo Costanzo
Ms. Arlene A. Czech
Ms. Jane Danek
Mrs. Erin Danly
Ms. Kimberly D. Deel
Ms. Jacklyn Fee
Ms. Maureen F. Foley and 		

Mr. C. John Blankley
Mrs. Pamela Francis
Ms. Cathy Gaidos
Ms. Rachel S. Garner
Ms. Kathe Garrison
Ms. Mary Giftos
Ms. Celeste M. Gonzalez
Mr. Thomas Graham
Dr. Sharon M. Hall
Mr. Edward W. Hall
Mrs. Susie and Larry Hassler
Mrs. Sandi L. Heffner
Ms. Joann M. Hickson
Mr. John E. Hoffman
Ms. Linda M. Honey
Mr. Randall J. Hutton
Judith Johnson
Woody Johnson
Ms. Alanna J. Kelly
Mrs. Stacy Kelly
Mrs. Robin Kirk
Mr. Thomas R. Klockner
Mr. Stanley H. Kovak
Continued...

Individual Donors
Over 2,300 individuals from 1,400 cities and 
towns worldwide donated over $687,000 to 
the AKC Canine Health Foundation, up 10% 

from 2022!
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Mr. Larry A. Leone
Dr. Laura Liscum
Mr. Connor Lorber
Mrs. Diane J. Lynch
Drs. Mary and Edward Mahaffey
Belinda Martin
Adon and Kerianne Mazanek
Karolynne McAteer
Ms. Karen MIlls-Heron
Mrs. Janet A. Mullen
Ms. Erin Mulvaney
Dr. Anita M. Oberbauer
Ms. Donna R. O’Connell
Mr. Paniccia and Ms. Lesavoy
Ms. M. Linda Parker
Ms. Carolyn A. Pedone and 		

Mr. John W. Rose
Michael and Cathy Rainer
Dr. Michelle Redfern
Richard and Angela Renneke
Mrs. Ellyn Ries
Wildflower Lacquer
Mr. Shea Sandifer
Dr. Linda L. Sell
Mrs. Maureen R. Setter
Mr. Parag Shah
Mr. Varun Sharma
Dr. Mary Ann Sheller
Leslie Sherman
Dr. Mary O. Smith
Ms. Esther Snowden
Ms. Teresa Snyder
Dr. Alfred Sorbello
Dr. and Mrs. Howard B. Spey
Ms. Torie Steele
Ms. Dana Stein
Mr. Robert & Helen Stein
Gretchen Tanenbaum
Ms. Colleen Terry
Col. and Mrs. Nathan T. Titus
Robert and Linda Tonnancour
Ms. Amy Vanderryn
Mr. and Mrs. David Vogels
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Walsh
Ms. Dorothy C. Warren
Ms. Georgia White
Mr. Yannick Wittner

Ms. Linda M. Wroth
Ms. Lisa Zakrajsek and 		

Mr. Michael Murphy
Mrs. Barbara D. Zimmerman
Mrs. Tina Zou

Friend
($500-$999)

Mrs. Elinor M. Abrell
Ms. Diane Aguilar
Mrs. Josephine Allgood
Mr. and Mrs. Carl C. Ashby III
Carol and Philip Baideme
Dr. Ashima Bakhru
Ms. Cynthia Beardall
Mr. Bob and Ms. Connie Bock
Don and Cathy Bosnic
John Bridges
Ms. Julie Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Brown
Ms. M. Diane Brown
Dr. Jeffrey Bryan
Ms. Mary Jo Burgess
Mr. Neil Butterklee
Ms. Debbie Calder
Dr. Allan Carb
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Clark
Mrs. Cherie Cline
Ms. Jacque Coleman
Mrs. Kelli Cyr
Dr. Joyce A. Dandridge
Mrs. Pamela A. Davis
Dr. Susan H. Day
Ms. Dawn Dow
Ms. Pamela Drouin
Mr. Mark E. Dunn and 			

Ms. Sylvia Dunn
Mrs. Nancy R. Dyson
Eddie Dzuik
Ms. C. Anne Eckersley
Ms. Linda Elliott
Ms. Sally L. Fineburg
Mr. Rick French
Ms. Marlene A. Fritz
Ms. Sherry K. Gittens
Ms. Tamara Glavor
Dr. Torrance Hanley

Mr. Paul Pereira
Ms. Ruth Pereira and 			 

Mr. Donald Fontenelli
Mrs. Ashley Quimby
Mr. Chris J. Reed
Ms. Laura Reeves
Carol Renza
Ms. Ellen Rudolph
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Sanderlin
Dr. Ingrid Sarelius
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Savioli
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Schnick
Ms. Caroline R. Scibetta
Ms. Aja Shamblee
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Simoneau
Mrs. Michaela Smith
Ms. Heather Spencer
Mrs. Courtney Staley
Mr. Kit Tamkin
Mr. Christopher L. L. Toso
Mrs. Jamila Tutor
Ms. Kim Van Hemert
Donn W. Venema
Mr. and Mrs Don and Deborah Virgovic
Ms. Ann Wallin
Ms. Katherine S. Wickwire
Mrs. Norma B. Woolf
Mr. Eric Yeh
Marilyn Zerb

Ms. Janet G. Harner
Dr. Polly J. Hineman and 		

Mr. John Kavalier
Ms. Pamela S. Hoerster
Ms. Madonna Holko
Ms. Mary Hood
Ms. Kerry Howard
Dr. Melody M. Jackson
Mr. Dylan Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Kahn
Mr. Blair Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Kugeler
Ms. Ya-Li Lily Lee
Dr. Lisa Littman
Ms. Laurel Mancini
Ms. Pam Mandeville
Mr. Melvin G. Manor
Ms. Susan McCoy and Dr. Larry J. 

Greenberg
Dr. Gerald Meis
Ms. Mary A. Miller
Ms. Miranda Miller
Mrs. Drew Moran
Ms. Laura Myles
Mr. William Nelson
Dr. Theresa Nesbitt
Mr. Link Newcomb
Dr. and Ms. Timothy Onady
Ms. Margaret E. Peat
Dr. and Mrs. Gerard C. Penta

The 1995 Giving Circle, named in honor of the year CHF was founded, is for those with an unwavering 
commitment to the Foundation’s ideals and vision and who trust CHF to use their investment wisely. A three-year 
pledge of $1,995 or more per year for unrestricted funding allows CHF the flexibility to respond to changing needs.

Learn more at akcchf.org/1995GivingCircle.

Carl and Susan Baker
Anne H. Bowes, Heronsway 

Pembroke Welsh Corgis
Dr. Darin Collins and Mr. Kevin Dodge

Maureen Corbett
Mrs. Kathleen Fitzpatrick

Robert and Charlene Gondring
Kollage Kennels - 

Kathleen Harper, DVM, PhD
Nancie K. Mages, in memoriam

Mark and Michelle Malik
Noah Malik

Mrs. Janet A. Mullen

Founding Members
Nancy Nelson

Pramada Koradox
Ms. Amy H. Phelan

Amy Rascher
Margo Sensenbrenner

Dr. Alfred Sorbello
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Heritage Society

Ms. Nancy Todd Ackerman
The Estate of Charlotte L. Adkins
Mrs. Marcia S. Adler
Ms. Karen E. Alexander
Alan and Liz Arthur
Ms. Joyce Baker Brown
Faith Beiser
Charles and Catherine Bell
Mrs. Mona S. Berkowitz
Drs. Gina and Karen Bertocci
Ms. Rita J. Biddle
Brian and Sharon Blaszak
Mr. and Mrs. John Boelte
Mrs. Kathleen B. Boschen
Mr. Robert Alan Braley
Ms. Susan F. Brandt
Ms. Janet Brennan
Mr. and Mrs. Andre Buckles
Dr. Mary R. Burch
Dr. and Mrs. A. Duane Butherus
Thomas W. Butler
Mr. Alan Butt
Paul A. Caillaud, Esq.
Carol Carlson
Ms. Jennifer Cerulli
Mr. Kenneth L. Cheatham and 		

Mr. Ronald E. Abernathy
Mr. Joe Chiara
Pamela Clavette Levy
Ms. Lorene Connolly
Ms. Jacquelyn P. Cookingham
Nancy Corbin
Kevin and Shari Curran
Deborah L. Cutter
Ms. Wendy Czarnecki
Arlene A. Czech
Dr. Joyce A. Dandridge
Rahna M. Davidson Revocable Trust
Rosette Davila
Ms. Margaret E. Dawes
Gayle and Richard Denman
Ms. Claire DeSilver
Luigi and Deborah A. DiLalla
Ms. Nancy C. Donaldson
Ms. Dominique Dube
Ms. Mary Jo Dunn
Ms. Gail K. Dymond
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart F. Eckmann
Merle R. Eggen and Eunice Eggen
Karen E. Eisenberg and 	

David C. Eisenberg
Ms. Dorothy Everett
Ms. Virginia J. Faber
Mr. Mark V. Farmer
Dr. C. Creston Farrow
Wayne E. Ferguson
Kenneth and Marjorie Forsyth 	

Family Trust
Dr. Linda M. Fowler
Linda Miller Freeman/		

Chelsea Blue Bedlingtons
Estate of Jo Gaebel
Ms. Maria-Louisette Ganzel
Ms. Kathe Garrison
Dr. and Mrs. J. Charles Garvin
Ms. Phyllis M. Goldman
Celeste M. Gonzalez
Mr. Thomas Graham
Karen Fisk Grant

Ronald & Rebecca Stanevich 	
Living Trust

Jackson N. and Melanie S. Steele
Dr. Betty L. Stephenson
Ms. Sharon W. Stone
Mrs. Janet Strukel and 		

Dr. Robert Strukel
John and JoAnne Studebaker
Mrs. Audrey Sutton
Ms. Virginia L. Tarquinio
Mrs. Betty Jo Thompson
Ms. Carolyn Tremer
Amy and Philip Truckenbrod
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Truesdale
Mr. Arthur W. Tupper
Ms. Christine Vachuska
Mr. Jerome J. Vanicek
Valerie and Bob Vessey
Ms. Paula A. VonGerichten
Mrs. Janette Wagner
Ms. Valorie F. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Joe C. Walton
Ms. Margaret S. Walton
Ms. Sharol Candace Way
Hilde W. Wiehermann
Carole Luke Weinberger and 	

Frank Weinberger
Ms. Claudia Williams
Ms. Mollie M. Williams
Ms. Carol A. Williamson
Ms. Katie Winters
Linda Wroth
Ann Dee Yurick

Mrs. Robin Green
Mrs. Lynn H. Green
Estate of Beryl Greenwald
Dr. and Mrs. Ted W. Grisell
Ms. June Guido
Thomas A. Haig, DVM and 	

Pamela A. Haig
Dr. John and Susan Hamil
Mrs. Eva M. Harris
Mr. John W. Harris
Mrs. Mary Edwards Hayes
Mrs. Allyn J. Heath
Sandi Lee Heffner
Charles W. and Miriam L. Heinzeroth
Ms. Barbara F. Heller
Mrs. Nancy R. Herman
Ms. Lucy A. Heyman
John Higley Irrev Trust
Ms. Lois Hilgeman
Mrs. Marian M. Hodesson
Ms. Margot Dwyer Jacobs
David J. and Laura L. Johnson
Ms. Mona L. Johnson
Judith A. Johnstone
Stephanie and Stephen Jones
Mrs. Sylvia Jung
Mrs. Keke Kahn
Fred T. Kampo
The Estate of Carol D. Kauffman
Ms. Anne Keleman
Ms. Trudi A. Kimm
Joseph F. and Deborah L. Knipe
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Koch
Sandra and Neil Kugler
Robert Leady Revocable Trust
Mr. and Ms. Charlie Leavitt
Mrs. Amanda Lee
Mrs. Gretchen Lee
Mr. Milan Lint
Mr. Thomas Lippert
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Loucks
The Honorable Iris C. Love
Stephen and Michele Luther
Mr. and Mrs. James Lyons
Mr. Richard MacKinnon
Dr. Donald K. MacManus
Ms. Marcia F. Malcomb
Ms. Pam Mandeville
Mr. Cecil Mann
Ms. Ruth Lightner Marshall
Ms. Mary P. Maxwell
Dr. and Mrs. Asa Mays
Mrs. Elisabeth McCallion
Ms. Colleen McKinney
Mrs. Helen L. Mercier
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Miller
Ms. Marilyn Miller
Ms. Cora N. Miller
Tommy and Merry Jeanne Millner
Andrew G. and Mary Ellen Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Lauren M. Miralia
Dr. Sally Z. Monroe
Sara Z. Monroe
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Monteverdi
Ms. Shari G. Moss
Ms. Laurie K. Mueller
Ms. Diane Murray
Dr. Judith M. Musladin
Dr. Thomas Nagylaki

Ms. Christina Nelson
Dr. William R. Newman
Carol Kniebusch Noe
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Noreen
Ms. Donna R. O’Connell
Ms. Tatiana S. Partridge
William and Elizabeth Patterson
Ms. Carolyn Pengidore
Mr. Jeffrey G. Pepper
Michael Pirosh
Sally Poole
Ms. Margaret Pratt
Ms. Ruthe C. Pulver
Ms. Georgeann Reeve and 		

Mr. Robert Reeve
Ms. Dyann S. Rivkin
Ms. Margaret A. Ryan and 		

Mr. Michael J. Collins
Ms. Janet A. Salzman
Mr. Harold D. Sanderson, Jr.
Ms. Eileen Savage-Hunt
Ms. Nancy Scarci
Ms. Anita Schleider
Richard and Janet Schmidt
Ms. Ruth Mary Schneider
Mrs. Maureen R. Setter
Mr. Larry Shelkey
Lyn Sherman
Marshall and Katharine Simonds
Dr. MaryDee Sist
Ms. Lois J. Smith
Dr. Mary O. Smith
Ms. Amy Soderman
Mrs. Helen P. Sokopp

The Heritage Society acknowledges donors who have included CHF in their planned giving. These individuals 
understand the importance of securing the future health of dogs and advancing the mission of CHF so that all 
dogs can live longer, healthier lives. Learn more at akcchf.org/heritagesociety.
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Whatever your capacity to  
give, there is a way for you  
to help dogs!
Please contact us at 888-682-9696 or 
chf@akcchf.org to learn more or to find out how 
you can tailor a gift to your interests.

Monthly Giving
By becoming a sustainer, you can contribute monthly to 
leading breakthroughs for canine health. 
akcchf.org/donate

Tribute
Make a donation to CHF in celebration or memory of a loved 
one—human or canine. akcchf.org/tribute

Purchase a Brick
Order a personalized engraved brick on the Walk of 
Champions or Path of Honor at the Purina Event Center 
 and the proceeds will benefit canine health research.  
akcchf.org/brick

Planned Giving
Become a member of the CHF Heritage Society and leave a 
legacy that will help dogs live longer, healthier lives by making 
a planned gift to CHF. akcchf.org/heritagesociety

Workplace Giving
Ask your employer about payroll deductions and one-time gifts.

Employee Gift Matching
Many companies match their employees’ charitable donations. 
Ask your human resources department about matching gift 
opportunities. akcchf.org/matchinggifts

Sponsorships
When your club provides financial support of $2,500 or more 
to a specific research grant, you will receive research updates.

Purina Parent Club Partnership Program
You can help raise funds for CHF and your breed’s parent club 
with Purina brand dog foods. akcchf.org/PPCP

Mailing Address
8051 Arco Corporate Dr, Suite 300
Raleigh, NC 27617

The American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation, 
Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  
Tax ID# 13-3813813

Ways to Give
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Mailing Address
8051 Arco Corporate Dr
Suite 300
Raleigh, NC 27617

Phone
919.334.4010

Fax
919.334.4011

Toll Free
888.682.9696

Email
chf@akcchf.org

Website
akcchf.org

www.akcchf.org



